Current Events Researcher — Class Reference Sheet
A Stossel in the Classroom teaching tool
Fill in the sections below for one of your classes, save the file, and add it to that class’s project in Claude. Make a separate sheet — and a separate project — for each class you teach. The more specific you are, the better the tool fits your classroom. Leave a field blank if it doesn’t apply.
Course / Class Name
The class this sheet is for. One sheet per class.

Grade Level(s)
For example: 9th grade, or a mixed 9–10 section.

Subject Focus & Recurring Themes
The lens for this class — economics, U.S. government, world history, and so on. Note any themes or concepts you return to often, such as incentives, trade-offs, or the rule of law.

Standards
Paste or summarize the standards this class follows. Note which ones to prioritize, if relevant.

Reading Levels
Define your three reading bands in your own terms — you know your students better than any grade-level scale does. Describe the sentence length, vocabulary, and complexity you want for each.
Emerging readers: (e.g., short sentences, everyday vocabulary, one idea at a time)

On-level readers: (e.g., grade-appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety)

Advanced readers: (e.g., richer vocabulary, longer passages, more nuance)

Student Accommodations
Anything the passages and questions should account for — dyslexia-friendly phrasing, support for English-language learners, shorter passages, extra context, and so on.

Preferred News Sources
Outlets you trust and would like the tool to draw from.

Sources to Avoid
Outlets or types of sources you would rather the tool skip.

Content Boundaries
Topics or sensitivities to steer around for this class and grade level.

Vocabulary Preferences
How many terms per article, the definition style you want (student-friendly wording?), and whether to include an example sentence for each.

Critical Thinking Questions
How many questions per article, and how you want them tiered by ability. A simple Bloom’s-based ladder: Emerging — recall and comprehension; On-level — application and analysis; Advanced — synthesis and evaluation.

Output Format
How you want the results delivered — one combined document, separate handouts per reading level, a warmup question at the top, a slide, and so on.

Anything Else
Any other preferences or context that would help the tool serve this class.

