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Concept Overview 

Creative destruction is the economic process by which innovation replaces 

outdated industries, technologies, and jobs.  While it may sound harsh, this process 

is essential to long-term growth and progress.  Old ways of doing things are 

“destroyed,” but this makes room for new, better, and often more efficient 

solutions.  The invention of the automobile destroyed the horse-and-buggy 

industry.  Streaming platforms put video rental stores out of business.  But in both 

cases, new industries, jobs, and opportunities emerged.  That’s the heart of 

creative destruction: temporary disruption, long-term advancement. 

Today, artificial intelligence is sparking debate about whether this process still 

holds.  Some say “this time is different”—that AI won’t just replace old jobs but 

eliminate more than it creates.  Others argue that just like past innovations, AI will 

lead to new industries and jobs we haven’t imagined yet.  Will AI reinforce the idea 
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of creative destruction—or upend it entirely?  This video invites students to explore 

that question through music, visuals, and real-world connections. 

Lessons in Lyrics videos help students connect with these big ideas via short 

musical videos designed to make learning fun, memorable, and accessible.  

Research shows that music and visuals enhance retention and engagement, 

especially for complex or abstract concepts.  

For Creative Destruction, you’ll find a trio of videos available in different music 

genres: rap, country, and pop.  Each version delivers the same core message but 

with a distinct tone and visual storytelling style, giving teachers flexibility and 

students a chance to explore how presentation can shape understanding. 

Learning Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

• define the concept of creative destruction using examples from the video. 

• describe how innovation can lead to both the decline of old industries and the 

rise of new ones. 

• evaluate the potential impact of emerging technologies like AI through the 

lens of creative destruction. 

 

Vocabulary 

Consumer Choice: The freedom of individuals to select products and services 

based on their preferences and needs. 

Creative Destruction: The process by which new innovations replace outdated 

industries, products, or practices. 

Disruption: A significant change that interrupts or alters a traditional way of doing 

things. 

Innovation: A new idea, method, or device that improves upon or replaces 

existing technology. 

Obsolete: No longer produced or used; out of date. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What does “creative destruction” mean? 

2. Why is this concept important in a free market economy?  Would a 

command/control economy have more or less creative destruction than a 

free market?  Why? 
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3. What are some historical examples of creative destruction?  What industries 

were replaced, and what took their place? 

4. How might creative destruction affect workers, business owners, and 

consumers differently? 

5. Can creative destruction be painful in the short term, even if it’s beneficial in 

the long term?  Explain. 

6. The video has three different versions (rap, country, pop).  Which version did 

you find most effective, and why? 

7. How do visuals and music style change the emotional tone or message of the 

video? 

8. Do you think artificial intelligence (AI) will follow the same pattern of creative 

destruction we’ve seen in the past—or will it be different this time?  Why? 

9. What kinds of jobs do you think AI might replace in the near future?  What 

kinds of new jobs might be created as a result? 

10. Imagine you could create an invention that disrupts an old way of doing 

things.  What would it be, and how might it change people’s lives—for better 

or worse? 

Lyrics 

Creative Destruction  

(All three music genre versions have the same lyrics.)  

[Verse 1] 

Old ways crumble, time moves fast 

New ideas, yeah, built to last 

Out with the past, can’t hit rewind 

Future’s calling, gotta redesign 

[Chorus] 

Old jobs go, don’t you cry 

New jobs rise, reaching high 

Out the dust, we pave the way 

Creative minds gon’ win the day 

[Verse 2] 

Blacksmith’s hammer, horses run 

Then the motor car gets spun 

Lost some work, but check the score 

Now we got factories, highways, more 
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Phones replaced the telegram 

AI writes, but we still jam 

Change ain't stoppin', that’s the key 

Turn the page, it’s history 

[Chorus] 

Old jobs go, don’t you cry 

New jobs rise, reaching high 

Out the dust, we pave the way 

Creative minds gon’ win the day 

[Bridge] 

Sweat and struggle, we break through 

Innovation’s nothin' new 

From the rubble, dreams take flight 

Shaping a future bold and bright 

[Chorus]  

Old jobs go, don’t you cry 

New jobs rise, reaching high 

Out the dust, we pave the way 

Creative minds gon’ win the day 

 

Activities 

Quick Use: Bell Ringer or Filler Activity 

Instructions: 

Play one version of the Creative Destruction video (rap, country, or pop) at the start 

of class.  After viewing, ask students to respond to a single prompt in their 

notebooks or on a sticky note: 

• What is one example of creative destruction you've seen in your own life or 

community? 

• What line or image from the video stood out to you, and why? 

• Do you think the video made the concept clearer or more confusing?  

Explain. 

This short activity takes 5–10 minutes and can spark informal discussion, review 

key vocabulary, or provide a quick transition into an economics, entrepreneurship, 

or current events lesson.  It’s also a great way to preview or revisit a full lesson 

later in the week. 
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Timeline of Destruction and Creation 

Instructions: 

Choose an industry (e.g., video rental stores, newspapers, horse-drawn carriages).  

Create a timeline or infographic that includes: 

• what the old product or industry was 

• what innovation replaced it 

• the effects on jobs, businesses, and consumers 

Optional Extension: 

Interview someone from an older generation about a product or service they used 

growing up that no longer exists.  Ask how they felt about the change. 

Four Corners: Will AI Be Different? 

Instructions: 

Label each corner of the classroom with one of the following signs: Strongly Agree, 

Agree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree.  Read this statement aloud: “AI will create 

more new jobs than it destroys—just like past innovations.”  Students choose the 

corner that best represents their opinion.  Once in place, have them discuss their 

reasoning with others in the same corner.  Then invite representatives from each 

corner to share their group’s perspective.  Allow students to change corners if they 

hear a compelling argument.  Wrap up with a reflection: What did you hear that 

challenged your thinking? 

Debate: Creative Destruction—Good or Bad? 

Instructions: 

Divide the class into two groups.  Assign one side to argue that creative destruction 

is ultimately beneficial for society, and the other to argue that it causes more 

harm than good.  Each side should gather evidence from the video, personal 

experiences, and current trends (such as AI, automation, or online learning).  

Encourage students to include examples of industries that have disappeared and 

what replaced them.  After each side presents opening statements and rebuttals, 

conclude with a class discussion: Can both sides be right?  How should society 

respond to the disruption caused by innovation? 

Create Your Own Lesson in Lyrics 

Instructions: 

Challenge students to become the creators!  Working individually or in small 

groups, have students choose an economic or civic concept (from class or from a 

provided topic list) and create their own Lesson in Lyrics.  They should write a 
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short, original song or rap that explains the concept in a clear, creative, and 

engaging way.  Encourage them to include a chorus, define key vocabulary, and use 

real-world examples.  For an added layer, students may storyboard or describe the 

kind of visuals they would use in a music video. 

Students are welcome to use AI tools—such as ChatGPT, Suno, or music video 

generators—to help brainstorm, write, or even produce their project.  Since this 

particular lesson is all about creative destruction, it’s the perfect time to explore 

how new technologies can become tools for learning, creativity, and innovation. 

This project can be submitted as lyrics only, or students may choose to perform or 

record their creation if time and resources allow. (Perhaps an extra credit 

opportunity?) 
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