
Bonus Video:  
Basic Income: Pros and Cons

Segment Length: 3:46 minutes 

Basic Income: Pros and Cons shows two sides of this hot topic that promises to become even 
hotter. 

Description: 

Some people argue that a guaranteed basic income is simply a more effective and efficient 
safety net than what we have now.  Others say it fundamentally redefines the role of 
government and people’s obligations to themselves and their families.   
But what is the role of government?  And what role do incentives play—incentives to work or to 
not work.   
(Like to see two sides presented to encourage critical thinking and great classroom?  Check out 
our Both Sides feature on SITC.org.) 

Pair with: 

Basic Income: Pros and Cons is a good standalone lesson, but it pairs well with Why Politicians 
Don’t Cut Spending, which is on our 2018 DVD and streamed on SITC.org. 

Preview Activity: 

Use Think, Pair, Share to have students answer the preview questions.  After a few minutes, 
poll the students and ask them to discuss their answers. 

If you got an allowance but did not have to earn it through chores, how would that affect you in 
the short term?  In the long term? 

Discussion and Analysis: 

1. What is a Basic Income, as discussed in the video?

2. Why does Oren Cass say that a Basic Income could be better than welfare?  What happens
to welfare recipients now who increase their earnings?  How does that affect their incentive
to earn more?

3. How much did Oren Cass say a Basic Income program would cost?  How could the
government afford that?

4. What might be the impact on people who continue to work for a living?

5. Would a Basic Income become a political issue, with some politicians advocating more
money to people to get their votes?  With more citizens receiving money than paying for the
program, how would this play out politically?

Post-Viewing Activities: 

1. Have students complete the Basic Income: Pros and Cons worksheet.
2. Research and report on current Basic Income proposals in the United States.
3. Research and explain the term: “concentrated benefits and dispersed costs.”  How might

that explain the incentives of politicians and voters?
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https://www.esldebates.com/should-governments-pay-a-basic-income/
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